
Mayor's Report August 24, 2026 

Flooding event August 20, 2025 the Buckeye Lake area received historic level flooding 

necessitating evacuations from some areas of the Village as well as a few water rescues, issues 

were traffic control due to a shortage of law enforcement being stretched thin through out the 

County the Village did experience heavy traffic in the area due to interstate 7o closure as well as 

many roads in the area including 79 past KOA. Licking County EMA has been the mail source of 

information for the Village and held teams' meetings through out the event and weekend and 

are expected to be in the Village today along with FEMA to do a reassessment of needs. The 

Village staff did an excellent job of responding to the needs of the event thank you to council 

members Julian and Green for helping answer phones Thursday evening and for Council 

President Wolfe assisting Chief Brooks in making an evacuation notice to the Hotel, our partners 

with ODNR and West Licking Fire Department were essential to our needed responses or 

evacuating people from high water incidents, perhaps it is now time for BLFD to secure a boat 

or zodiac for future needs. Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Church was an amazing partner providing 

shelter and food and a free Community Dinner on Friday evening, Lakewood School system 

provided lunches on Friday for the entire staffs of Village of Buckeye Lake and Hebron, The 

Island House in Millersport provided lunch for all area Fire Departments as well, Thornville was 

kind enough to loan high water signs to us as we had a greater need than we had signs for, 

Representative Kevin Miller was in the Village Friday morning surveying the damage and 

assisted the Mayor in getting and additional OHP officer to help control traffic. 

Several State elected officials reached out on Friday and Saturday and all are in agreement there 

will be a meeting most likely this week here in the Village to discuss solutions moving forward, 

as The Mayor of Buckeye Lake my number one concern is for the safety of our residents and 

when that immediate emergency was addressed I am now switching into the mode of getting 

the message to the State and Federal officials that they must as a very first step get funding to 

clear the South Fork of the Licking River into the Muskingum Water District Licking County pays 

hundreds of thousands of tax dollars to the Muskingum Water Shed and it is way past due for 

those log jams to be removed and resolved. 

Many updates will become available in the next few weeks. 



Reminder the First Responders and Clydesdale Parade is this Thursday at 6:00. 


